................... BRIEF HISTORY
OF THE EUROPEAN COUNCIL
OF LAY DOMINICAN FRATERNITIES

| am going to make a short presentation of the history of the European meetings of Lay
Dominican Fraternities and also of the European Council (ECLDF).

This Council has ardatively short existence, just three years, but to talk about it, we need
to go back to the beginnings of the Order, as the Council logically and necessarily results
from the evolution of the Order and from political developments at European and world
levels. The European Council of Lay Dominican Fraternities was not thought up by 2 or 3
people, nor created on the basis of a semi-lay, semi-reigious hybrid experience.

We must be proud to take an active part in this historic development of the Lay
Dominican Fraternities.
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A FEW POINTS OF REFERENCE IN OVER 700 YEARS OF HISTORY

1221 - St. Dominic managed to have the Order of Preachers and its Congtitutions
approved by the Pope.

1285 - 64 years after the Order was approved, the Master of the Order Munio of Zamora
promulgated the Rule of the Brothers and Sisters of Penance of the Blessed Dominic
(Regula Fratrum et Sororum Ordinis of Paenitentia Beati Dominici).

Thissgndled the birth of the third branch of the Order, which has now got to the
respectable age of 716 years.

The Magter of the Order Munio of Zamora wanted to draw up arule of life for the
"penitent” lay men and women that were linked to the Preachers.

The Magter of the Order thus offered an opportunity to lay people, who had been
independent until then, to adopt arule of life and be placed under the jurisdiction of the
Order of Preachers by making a promise of obedience to the Master Genera of the Order.



It is quite remarkable to note that just 64 years after the Order was founded, alay branch
was incorporated into it, athough, by papa mandate, the Order had received the task of
preaching faith, which was a traditiona monopoly of clerics.

Paradoxicaly, lay people were incorporated into an Order of clerics, whichis still done
today. Lay people are not associated to the Order, but actualy incorporated into it.

Incidentdly, it isinteresting to see that this paradoxical Stuation dtill has repercussons
today, even a the leve of the Dominican Curia Lay people in Dominican Fraternities are
not bound to the Dicastery for Lay People, but to that for Rdligious.

Initsfirst chapter, the Rule of Munio of Zamoralays down as an essentia requirement
for being recelved into the Order of Penance of St. Dominic:

"They [lay people] must be filled with the utmost jedlous, burning zed, after their own
fashion, for the truth of Cathalic faith’.

What is the spedific fashion in which lay Dominicans are to proclam evangdicd truth?
Thisisavery topica issue, which is still open today.

On the other hand, being placed under the jurisdiction of the Master of the Order and,
through him, being incorporated into the Order enables lay people to take part in the
mission of the Order, which isto preach faith.

In the 15th century, it was at the 1481 and 1484 Genera Chapters, i.e. 200 years after the
Rule of Munio de Zamora was issued, that the phrase "Third Order of Penance of St.
Dominic" was used for thefird time.

Asfar as| know, the historians of the Order have not yet managed to find out the reasons
for such achange. But it is definitely at that time that the word "penitent” was replaced

by "tertiary".
It was not before the 20th century that changes were made to the origind Rule of life,

In 1923, the Master of the Order Theisding promulgated the Rule of the Third Order of
S. Dominic to update the Rule of lay Dominicansin accordance with the new Code of
Canon Law of 1917.

It may be said that a crisis gradually developed as from the 1930's, calling the Rule into
question as alife orientation for lay people. It was stressed how urgent it was to adapt the
Secular Third Order to the 20th century.

Here are just two examples: Igino Giordani, a Dominican tertiary that was co-founder of
the Focolarini, aready denounced the under-vauing of lay people by the Church; Aldo
Moro, in 1940, who was a the time the president of the F.U.C.I. (Federation of Italian



Catholic Academics), underlined how urgent it was to adapt the Dominican Third Order
to the contemporary scene.

1953 - Fr. Yves Congar published his masterly work, Jalons pour une Théologie du
Laicat, a study which was to become a fundamenta point of reference for the documents
of the Vatican Il Council on the vocation and mission of lay people in the Church and in
the world. Yves Congar aso helped lay people become better aware of their irreplaceable
role and responghilitiesin the fulfilment of the Church’s misson.

The General Chapters of Caleruega (1958) and Bologna (1961) began to address the issue
of renewing the Rule.

1962-1965 - The Vatican 11 Council wasared "culturd revolution” for lay peoplein
generd, and the lay branch of the Order in particular. The Council offered theologica
bases and prospects for an active involvement of lay people in the mission of the Church.

1969 - The Madter of the Order Aniceto Fernandez promulgated the Rule of the Lay
Fraternities of St. Dominic, in which some of the orientations of the Vatican |1 Council
on the life and mission of lay people were dready present.

1972 & 1978 - The Holy See gpproved the new Rule ad experimentum. After the Genera
Chapter of Quezon City (1977) made a number of amendments, the Holy See approved
the Rulefor asix-year period.

It was not enough to promulgate a Rule with a number of adaptations, as ancient practices
were gill maintained and the laity was getting older on average, with no significant
revivd.

1983 - The General Chapter of Rome asked the Master of the Order to convene an
International Congress of the Dominican Laity to study how to adapt and renew the Rule
of the Fraternities.

1985 - Thefirgt and only World Congress of Lay Dominican Fraternities took placein
Montredl. It was a this congress that the basic dementsfor aNew Rule of the Lay
Fraternities of St. Dominic were drafted, discussed and voted. The new Rule was
promulgated by the Master of the Order Damian Byrne, 700 years after the 15t Rule of
Munio of Zamora

Objectives: Issues linked to the adaptation and renewal of the Rule of Aniceto Fernandez.
Account had to be taken of the difference between:

- the Rule: fundamentd legidation for al the fraternities;

- the Directories: suited to regiond entities.



Participants. 56 Lay women: 26 (46%)

Lay men: 14 (25%)

Friars: 16 (26%)

Participating countries. 25 Europe: 10 countries (21 participants — 38%)
America: 9 (18 participants — 32%)

Asia 3 (9 participants— 16 %)

Africa 2 (4 participants— 7%)

AustrdialNew Zedland: 1 (1 participant — 2%)

Curia: 3 (Master of the Order, Promoter of the Dominican Laity and Secretary Generd of
Dominican Fraternities — 5%)

Officid languages. English, French, Spanish and Itdian.

Person in charge of preparations for the Congress: Fr. Bernard Olivier, Promoter Genera
of the Dominican Laity.

This congress was a decisve moment in the dready long history of the Dominican laity.

To dart with, it was the first congress of the lay branch of the Order that was organized at
aworld levd. There were representatives from every continent.

Mot importantly, in my opinion, it was the firgt time that lay Dominican themsdves took
an active part in the establishment of their own Rule of life. Only lay people voted on
what concerned the drafting of the basic ements of the Rule.

The Magter of the Order, Damian Byrne, who attended the whole congress, played a
decisverolein order for lay people to take in hand the drafting of the new Rule.

1987 - The Holy See approved the Rule of the Lay Fraternities of . Dominic.

1990 - The 1t European Mesting of Lay Dominican Fraternities took placein Prouille,
near Toulouse.

1992 — The 2nd European Mesting of Lay Dominican Fraternities was held in Budapest.

1995 — The 3rd European Meseting of Lay Dominican Fraternities took place near
Warsaw (in Kanié).



1998 - The 4th European Medting of Lay Dominican Fraternities took place in Vienna.

Fr. Columba (England) and | are the only ones that have taken part in dl those Meetings:
we fed like some kind of higtoricd figured

2001 - This Fognano Mesting (Itay) is the 5th European Meeting of Lay Dominican
Fraternities.
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ISSUES AT STAKE IN THE FHRST FOUR EUROPEAN MEETINGS
Information about the Prouille, Budapest and Warsaw Mestings was difficult to collect
because of the lack of documents available, and particularly the fact that there were no
Acts of these Meetings. What followsis essentialy based on persond notes.

1989 - PROUILLE (TOULOUSE)

This Meeting was held a the initiative of the French Lay Fraternities.

The topics dedlt with covered three main themes:

1. Lay Dominicansin the life of the Order a anationa and European levd.

2. Lay Dominicansin the past, present and future.

3. Lay Dominicans and the new evangdization of Europe.

Most of the topics were discussed within working groups, as we needed to know one
another and share experiences. The primary objective of the Prouille Meeting was indeed
to get to know one another and to make oursalves known.

The topics addressed concerned the changesin the Rule of life of Montred, the specific
features of the misson of lay people and the role they could play in the misson of the
Order.

We dready started to talk about the new Europe and the magor changes occurringin
Europe. We dso wondered about the type of lay Dominicans required for this new
evangelization and what spiritud and intellectua formetion lay people should have to
meet this new need.

The satting-up of an International Council of Lay Dominican Fraternities — as provided

for inthe Montred Rule under Article 22.b — was deemed neither necessary nor
opportune. Generally spesking, it was feared that such a Council might become yet



another body, which would bring its weight to bear on the Fraternities and have a heavy
gructure.

We dtayed a the Prouille convent.
Number of participants. 23 lay people and 11 friars

Participating countries. 14 (Belgium, Denmark, England, France, Germany, Hungary,
Italy, Northern Ireland, Poland, Portugd, Russia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland).

Curia: Fr. Damian Meyer, Assistant for Northwest Europe, delegated by the Master of the
Order, who also sent a letter.

1992 - BUDAPEST

The Dominican laity in Hungary is made up of lay people with remarkable capacities for
getting things done. They organized the 2nd European Meeting. Recently, they set up a
Catholic secondary school with internationa financid support. For many years, they have
been trand ating into Hungarian a number of works that are regarded as important for
Chrigtian and Dominican formation and culture.

Theme of the Budapest Meeting: "Sects in Europe”.

This was one of the concerns expressed at the Prouille Meeting and a mgjor worry for
Centrd Europe: to know more about the increasing development of sects.

The topic was dedlt with by experts.

It was il not the right time to set up a Council of Lay Fraternities, even at a European
levd.

There was an important debate about the next European Meeting and how to make it
possible for lay Dominicans from Eastern Europe to take part init.

The Meeting was well-bdanced in dl respects, with avery lay atmosphere.

| did not manage to get detailed figures about attendance, but | remember that the
participating countries were more or lessthe same asin Prouille. | think that neither
Spain nor Denmark took part and that Norway sent alay Dominican woman.

The Russan lay Dominican that came to Budapest was a scientist of less than 40 years of
age. He had travelled over aweek by train to reach Budapest, bringing with him the food
he needed for the trip, and he had dmost no money with him. All this moved us a greet
dedl.

It must be stressed that Russia sent representatives to the 4 Mestings reviewed here,



In Budapest and the Meetings that followed, we aso noted that a number of lay
Dominicans from Eastern European countries, Russain particular, were closer to lay
Dominicans from Western countries as regards theologica issues and Chrigtian and
liturgical practices than other lay Dominicans from Eastern Europe, athough these may
have been geographicaly and culturdly closer.

1995 - WARSAW

The theme of the Warsaw Meeting was. "The Dominican Third Order: a consecration of
life for a consecration of the world'".

The sub-themes were the following:
The cdls and needs of today’ s world.

The Dominican Third Order: ameseting place for the cdls of the world and proposal of
the Gospd.

Formation of the Third Order: a preparation for the mission to be undertaken in the
Church and in the world.

This Meeting was the first time that there was a sgnificant attendance by lay people and
friar assstants from Eastern European countries.

It was very important and interesting to hear reports by representatives from Eastern
Europe about the higtory of Chrigtianity and Dominicans in those countries, ether during
the period of persecution, or in the context of a minority Stuation vis-a-visthe Orthodox
Church.

There was aremarkable presence of lay Dominicans among the speakers. Hdlf the
presentations, out of atotal of 9, were made by lay people, which was dso significant.

It was clear, during that Meeting, that Polish people believed themsalves to be endowed
with amisson of "savation" of the contemporary world, especidly with regard to mord
vaues and fathfulness to the Church. This reminded me of what my father used to say
about what he had been taught when he was young in Portugd in relation to the
goparitions of Our Lady in Fatima, the "messanic” role of the Portuguese people in the
converson of Russa and the world crusade against communism.

Liturgy was solely in Latin, dthough it was alay Dominican meeting and this kind of
things was no longer done, even in international meetings of Dominican friars.

In order to give an idea of the climate of rigidity which was imposed on us, here iswhat
happened to me once: | arrived alittle late into a room which had been turned into a
chapd, which | had not been told in advance. Asthere was not the usud light indicative



of the presence of the Holy Sacrament, | sat down. Then | heard someone say loudly:
"Here in Poland, we genuflect!" Asthe Prior Provinciad was spesking, | did not
understand to whom | should genuflect. ..

Another concern, which was very present among Polish lay Dominicans, was the
Spiritudity of atonement as away of taking part in the salvation of the world, especidly
because of the sins of the West, and the centra place of penance in the Dominican lay
vocation.

This climate led to some lay people and friars from both Western and Eastern countries
expressing their disagreement.

| have very hazy memories of the pre-Vatican || Council liturgy, as| was achild & the
time. But a the Warsaw Meeting, | redly had the impression | had gone back in time.

We redlized the depth of our divergences as regards theologica notions, liturgica
practices, the vocation of lay people, therole of individua conscience, the practice of
obedience, etc.

On the eve of the last day, we were confronted with aredity which is very important in
the Order and in civil society: the democratic voting procedure for the proposals to send
to the General Chapter. We heard that the Polish group wanted to submit a document that
included points which agreat many participants were totaly unable to accept. A small
group of five people therefore decided to take action and spent haf the night drafting up a
second document to be put to the vote the next day.

At the time of voting, we used alarge part of the morning to explain about the democratic
voting procedure. One of the most difficult issuesto settle was the fact that Polish people,
who had alot of representatives at the Meeting, wanted everyone to vote individually on
the draft documents, not per nationa delegation.

Despite these difficulties, the Meeting was important in many respects.
Firg of all, it was European in a broader sense of the word.

For the first time, we voted together on a document addressed to the Generd Chapter of
the Order.

It was also the firgt time that we agreed that the next European Meeting would be
prepared and managed, not by the host Province, but by a group of 4 members: 3 lay
people and 1 friar.

The"group of four" which was gppointed was composed of Fr. Jean-Bernard Dousse
(Switzerland), Svetlana (Ukraine), Michady (Hungary) and me (Portugdl).



For thefirg time, avery large mgority of European lay Dominicans agreed (with 13
Provinces voting for and 2 againgt) that one of us may become Promoter Generd of the
Dominican Laity. Thiswas one of the requests submitted to the Chapter of the Order.

In Warsaw, a climate of empathy and sharing developed between four lay people and five
friars from five different countries about issues that were close to our hearts and we
redized that there were alot of issues a stake as regards the future of the Dominican lay
vocetion.

Thiswas how, after the Warsaw Meeting, an informa think tank came into being, caled
the French-gpeaking Group of European Lay Fraternities, as our language of
communication was French. We decided to meet again, which we have now done 12
times since 1995 at the Annunciation Convent in Paris, where we have dways had avery
warm welcome.

Without false modesty (which isadso aform of truth), thisworking group has made so far
araher ggnificant contribution to opening ways forward for the Dominican fraternities
in Europe.

The trust and support given by Fr. Yvon Pomerleau, since he was appointed Promoter
Generd of the Dominican Family and until recently in his capacity as Promoter Generd
of the Dominican Laity, have played a decisve role in achieving postive results in our
work and collaboration with the structures of the Order and especidly with the European
fraternities.

It was aso thanks to his intervention that the " Group of Four" appointed in Warsaw was
invited to hold a didogue with the Magter of the Order and his Council in November
1998. It was the firgt time that alay Dominican delegation attended one of the plenary
sessons of the Genera Council of the Order.

1998 - VIENNA

The organization of the Vienna Meeting was an exciting chdlenge. For the firg time, a
meeting of such scale was prepared by an internationd team of five people.

My family got used to seeing one of the rooms at home turned for dmost two yearsinto

one of the sections of a"secretariat” extending from Porto to Fribourg (Switzerland) and
Vienng, viaKiev and Budapest. | am sure that in Fribourg, the same could be said about
the room of Fr. Jean-Bernard Dousse.

| think it is difficult to imagine the chdlenges we had to overcome.

| would like to mention afew of the problems we faced in terms of communications:

the lack of basic information, such as how to get the detalls of lay provincid presidents;



the means of communication and the places where to use them, as lay people do not live
in convents and very few are able to have eemall and fax & home;

the languages to be used to communicate, as most lay Dominican presidents can only
express themsalves in one — and sometimes none — of the four officid languages used:
French, English, German and Russan;

the time differences to take into account when trying to communicate (Sometimes 3 or 4
hours difference);

the difficulty in making sure the documents sent to certain countries arrived safely by
post;

the expenses that sretched family budgets;

in afew Dominican priories, there seemed to be mice that were especialy fond of egting
away the letters of lay people;

€tc.

In many situations and decisons, we redlized that people from Centra Europe showed a
strong paterndigtic attitude towards Eastern European countries. It looked as if they were
feding guilty towards these peoples and Churches. It isan issue which | believe requires
agreat ded of sengtivity and careful reading of history. Clearly, not al the people

present at the Vienna Meseting had this attitude.

Theme of the Vienna Meeting: "Faith a the service of life. Who are our * Cumans 7'

1< topic: Development and place of lay people in the Church and in the Order since
Vatican 1.

2nd topic: Situation regarding faith and unbelief in our countries: chalenges and
questions.

3rd topic: Charismaand misson of lay Dominicans in the world thus andyzed.
Participants. 38 lay people: 13 men (7 under 45)

25 women (11 under 45)

24 friars

29ders

Officid languages. German, Russan, French, English.



Curia representatives: 3 (Promoter of Lay Fraternities and the Dominican Family,
Assigant for the Fraternities of Central and Eastern Europe and Female Assigtant for the
Dominican Family)

Guests: the Director of DI (Internationa Dominican Information), who talked to us

about the importance of the new means of socid communication, and a member of the
ESPACES team (Spiritudities, Cultures and Society in Europe), who made a presentation
about the work of this centre.

At the end of this Meeting, a European Council of 7 members was dected for the first
time. This Council gppointed the representative of Lay Fraternities at the Generd Chapter
of Bologna

For the most part, the European Dominican laity has awakened rather late and dowly in
the face of the mgor changes brought about the Vatican |1 Council. In spite of this, it
may be said that within the space of nine years, since the 1st European Mesting in
Proville, we have dready gone quite along way among oursalves and with Dominican
friars.

We should be aware, however, that if we continue to chug along like aregiond train, we
shdl not be able to jump on the "European high-speed train™...

-1 -
THE EUROPEAN COUNCIL OF LAY DOMINICAN FRATERNITIES (ECLDF):
CHALLENGES AND PROSPECTS

It is only since the Montreal Congressin 1985 and the gpprova of the new Rulein 1987
that indtitutionaly spesking, lay Dominicans have sarted to discover the meaning of
taking on their own respongibilitiesin the life of fraternities a alocd and nationd leve
and learning to experience autonomy with regard to their own affairs. Lay Dominicans
and friar assstants have aso had to learn to put into practice the new orientations of the
Rule.

Nearly 16 years laer, lay Dominicans are sill making the firgt tentative gepsin this
learning process. The change in habits and attitudes is very dow.

There are dill countries which do not know the new Rule and have no nationd Directory.
Despite an ingstence on these matters in the writings of the recent Masters of the Order

and in the documents of the Generd and Provinciad Chapters, lay people dill have to go
through awhole process whereby they learn and get used to speaking in such away asto



be listened to, while Dominican friars dill have to go through awhole process whereby
they learn and get used to listening to the voice of lay people in the Order.

Persondly, | see apardld with what | have experienced in my own country. | spent my
childhood and part of my youth under an authoritarian political regime, devoid of any
democratic indtitutions and practices. After the revolution of 25 April 1974, Portuguese
people have undergone along, complex process so asto be able to take on
respongbilities in many fidds and aso to take an active part in the work of various socid
bodies.

Aslay Dominicans, we must overcome agreet ded of fear and suspicion. We must learn
to speak up during meetings, to have a good knowledge of the topics we want to talk
about. We must aso learn how to take decisions together and also learn about voting
procedures.

To work on a project together, adapted to the context of the new Europe, that isto the
cultura, palitical, economic and religious conditions in today’ sworld, we need to talk to
one another, to study in depth a number of fundamenta notions which are both
theoretica and practical, such as.

What would an adequate formation be for committed European lay Dominicans?

What forms of solidarity and sharing should we develop?

What does it mean to preach, aslay people and aslay Dominicans?

What are the specific places where we can preach?

Theart of discerning the "sgns of the times' islittle practised. Why? How can we learn?

Therole of lay people in the Church has been too much talked about aready. | believe
the time has come for usto ask ourselves another type of question: what do non
Chrigtians expect from lay Christians?

The priority is not to find out what the role of lay people should be within the Church, but
within the structures of society.

Our European Mestings of Lay Dominican Fraternities have helped us discover that when
convividity with those who are different goes beyond superficidity and clichés, it
inevitably givesrise to confrontation. If there are essentid points that we vaue and if we
are looking for the truth in terms of faith and Chrigtian practices, we must create a
climate of trust and freedom that makes it possible to discuss issues with both passon
and compassion. We are currently going through this learning process, anong oursaves
and in our reaionship with Dominican friars.



We have aso discovered that the Stuation of lay Dominicans in Europe may vary agreat
ded, even in neighbouring countries: thisis the case for example between the Czech
Republic and Sovakia, Lithuaniaand Finland, Irdland and England, or Spain and
Portugd. We must learn about politica and socid issues as well as about the history of
the Catholic Church in the various countries concerned.

Difficulties

Here are anumber of practical difficulties which we have come across and which have a
strong impact on our work:

There are big obstacles to knowing and drawing up the higtory of the Dominican laity in
Europe. We do not have many rdiable and clear data and they are very hard to get.

Languages in which to communicate with one ancther.
Means of communication and places to contact people.

Financid issues: if people at the grassroots do not understand the importance of the
European Council, it will not have the financid means needed to operate.

Fraternity members recaive very little information about whét is being done & the level
of the Order and the Dominican laity. Most of them do not know anything about whét is
happening beyond the borders of their own Province.

In agood many provinces, thereis not yet any awareness about the issues relating to lay
Dominicans a a European level and about the work of the European Council.

Projects

Effecting aradica change in the area of formation: providing an interdisciplinary
formation, with astrong "ad extra" focus, i.e. centred on people and everyday redities.
What the Dominican laity lacksis not intellectud and culturd capabilities, but a
formation that is not soldly focused on spiritud life and persond sanctification.

Devedoping the website of the European lay Dominican Council
(www.laici.op.org/ecldf), the first manager of which was lan, who belonged to the first
European Council dected in Vienna. The great chalenge isto have aste that is not just
another source of information, but ared area of didogue on faith and life.

Boogting what has dready been done for severd years, i.e. twinnings between fraternities
from different countries.

As lay European Dominicansliving in aperiod thet isfull of exciting chalenges, we have
been fortunate to journey with a number of friars who have displayed aremarkable
sengtivity for along time towards the lay people in the Order and the issues a stake as



regards their pecific vocation and mission, particularly Fr. Jean-Bernard Dousse
(Switzerland), Fr. Eugenio Boleo (Portugal), Fr. Bernard Olivier (French-speaking
Belgium), Fr. Yvon Pomerleau (Curia) and, since last year, Fr. Jerry Stookey (Curia) —
may the Lord keep him just as heisin his rdationship with ud

One of the fruits of the evolution of the Dominican laity in Europeis the book that was
recently published in French by Fr. Jeant Bernard Dousse: Les Fraternités Laiqueset la
Mission de I’ Ordre des Precheurs. Les Textes Officiels 1946-1998 (Lay Dominican
Fraternities and the Mission of the Order of Preachers. Officid Documents 1946-1998)
(Pub. Cerf, 2000).

All those who have read the book are fully aware that it is an essentia work for dl lay
Dominicans and aso for Dominican promoters and priory libraries. A large chunk of the
higtory of the Order during the past 50 years has thus been made availableto usin a
sangle volume. Thank you, Jean+Bernard!

Zaida Rocha Ferreira o.p.

ECLDF member
2004
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